Monastery of St. Antony and St. Cuthbert
The Brotherhood of the Glorious Apostles Peter and Paul

February 2020
From Fr. Philip:

St. Paisios the Athonite in July/August 1919 said:
“England needs monasteries; without them it is difficult for the
Church and the world to draw near to God.”
He was speaking specifically about this place in Gatten.
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Whilst we are very aware of our shortcomings, we are also encouraged
by words like these and by the visits of others who offer advice and point
out our many deficiencies.
We have had several very encouraging visits recently. It is wonderful to
join in prayer with others who also want to get monasteries – or at least
prayerful communities – about these Islands.
Please pray for all this work by us and by others.

Sewage!

We have a new sewage plant. This has resulted in
• Us being able to accept guests again – so book yourself in! You
need to phone or to email: info@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk or
07847 866978. (Good times are between 10am to 11.40am and
about 6.15pm but we will try to answer outside these times too.)
• Huge amounts of mud!
• A 3m wide scar that runs all the way down the property.
• No money in the bank. (The end cost was £9360.00 – half of this
was an interest-free short-term loan that we will need to repay as
soon as we can.)
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• A system that returns treated clean water to the environment – this
is important here as we are full of wildlife.
• Us being able to increase the number of people living here from
four (which was the previous maximum sewage load) to twelve.

MUD!!!
Psalm 62:10b:
If riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
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Other Developments:
Prayer:
Br. Deiniol and the others have been practising the Byzantine chant so the services
feel very full now and have a way of bouncing along so that although they can be
several hours long the time flashes past and one feels invigorated by them.
Also: what used to feel like interminably long psalms seem to be shorter now. Before
we greeted “old friends” during the week. Now the same psalm comes will alarming
speed to meet us! The days and weeks shoot past.
Industries:
We will be able to offer dipped candles of different sizes and qualities. It would be
very helpful if you are able to keep an eye out for publicity for this and order from us.
The equipment is now here, and we will start production soon. Dipped candles are
the sort one usually has in an Orthodox Church that are placed before icons etc.
Estate:
We need to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

build a new drive within the monastery grounds,
upgrade the track leading through the farm to the monastery,
renew the heating system,
redo quite a lot of the internal plumbing,
build new accommodation that is of proper building standards,
redo most of the fences and certainly those closest to the buildings,
upgrade the building and amenities and everything needs to be made
environmentally sustainable.
repair the roof tiles – several of which have now come off.

Can you help with this? Advice, skill, knowledge, muscle and money are all
appreciated hugely!
Environment:
The Chickens are laying DELICIOUS eggs.
Buster is growing into an affectionate dog. He seems to be every guests’ favourite
part of the experience of being here!
The guns are beginning to die down and will soon stop.
It has been raining a great deal and the days have been very foggy.
The ponies are still doing well but with the odd summer and autumn they are
needing supplementary feeding of haylage.
The light is now good enough to see the way to Vespers, but it is dark by the time
Vespers ends. The sun is coming up just as we leave the first hour in the morning.
Snow drops are beginning to appear, and the primroses are starting to bud.
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The owls are very noisy at night as are the muntjac. There is plenty of badger
evidence (though their sets are not within our property) as they dig for worms.
Potatoes are being chitted, the rhubarb, onions and garlic are all coming up. An area
has been flattened to take a polytunnel (a gift) and the vegetable garden has been
hugely extended.
Coming to stay:
•

•
•
•

•

If you would like to stay please get in contact. Phone the monastery number
or email the guestmaster: info@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk or 07847 866978.
(Good times are between 10am to 11.40am and about 6.15pm but we will try
to answer outside these times too.)
If you’d like to stay for three days (two nights) that will be given a blessing if
there is room.
If you wish to stay for longer (up to ten days) this has to be asked for in
advance.
If you are coming please note that you are responsible for any tickets to and
from the monastery! (Yes, there have been guests who have expected us to
pay for them to leave!) If you don’t have money for transport there are the
options of walking or hitching a lift with someone. (And guests have done
both.)
Please don’t just turn up.

You can also book these places to stay in nearby:
The Bridges Inn, Ratlinghope http://thebridgespub.co.uk/
This place has some simple, clean and comfor table accommodation for individuals
but also does group bookings.
The Crown Inn, Wentnor. https://www.crowninnwentnor.co.uk/ This one has only four
rooms – one of which is pet friendly. All four rooms are beautiful.
The Stiperstones Inn: http://www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk/
All offer good service and clean, simple rooms with good food. If you make use of
any of these places (for a meal, for example, please let them know why you are
visiting and say so on Trip Advisor as this helps with the local economy.)
Please note:
It is an expectation that all visitors take part in all the services for the duration of
their stay. It is welcomed if you can help with catering, cooking and ground work,
singing, chanting, serving, sewing, mending, building, advice etc. We hope that
during your stay you will feel you are a member of our community.
Meanwhile please keep us in your prayers!
Support:
Us supporting you:
Send us requests for prayer.
5

1. We are happy to remember people in our prayers, in the proskimide,
artoklasias (lytias) and so on.
2. Come and stay to join us in prayer and our life for a few days.
You supporting us:
There are several ways to support the Monastery:
1. Please pray for us.
2. Through giving us good ideas!
3. Through direct giving. See below. You can find details on the website but also
by making donations to our charity: THE STIPERSTONES TRUST Registered
charity number: 1077603.
Making donations:
If you’d like to support what we are doing financially that would be lovely – but please
do not feel that you “must”. We DO need money and we are already finding that we
need to expand the monastery as more people are asking to stay and space is very
limited.
We also need lots of things (we have far too much of some things already) but we
need new paths, concrete, cement, wood, more cells, a larger church (the current
one gets very cramped), and a good plumber, the boiler maintained, new water
heaters (some of them here don’t work and it is cold) We also need to eat, and we
need to feed our guests!
The best way you can help us with these things is by setting up a small monthly
Standing Order. This is very easy. If you have Internet Banking it is five minutes
work. Otherwise you could complete the attached form and send it to your Bank
Manager. We will spend your money VERY carefully and be delighted to show you
what we are doing in person.
To make this easy I have included a Standing Order Form at the end of the
Newsletter.
You may also consider completing a Gift Aid form too. This increases your gift by
25% (so £1 becomes £1.25)

Address and Contacts:

07847 866978

The Monastery

www.orthodoxmonastery.co.uk

Pontesbury

info@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk

Shropshire

Fr.Philip@gmx.com

SY5 0SJ
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Standing Order Form.
To the Manager
Bank Address:

I/we hereby authorise and request you to debit my/our
Account Name*

Account Details
Sort Code

Account Number

Amount

Frequency
Monthly

Beginning date
/

End date:
/

/

/

And credit
The Stiperstones Trust, Lloyds Bank, Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. SY1 1DG
Sort Code: 30-97-62

Account: 02291524

Quoting reference: The Stiperstones Trust
Signed:

Date:

Name in Block Capitals:

* Please ensure that the actual name on/of the account is included in this box so that
we can accurately match your payment to our records.
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Please print this page off and send it to your Bank Manager.
Gift Aid:
1. Title: ______________________________________________

Name:

______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Postcode:

______________________________________________

Tel/ mobile: _______________________ Email: ________________________
2. If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the box below to join the Gift Aid scheme.
Doing so will mean that we can claim up to 25p extra for every £1 you give, at no
additional cost to you!
Yes, I am a UK taxpayer. Please treat all donations I make to The
Stiperstones Trust as Gift Aid donations until further notice. I am a UK taxpayer and
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount
of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations to charities and Community amateur sports
clubs (CASCs) in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference. The
Stiperstones Trust will claim 25p on every £1 donated. Please let us know if you
want to cancel the declaration, change your name and/ or address or no longer pay
enough tax on your income and/or capital gains.
Signed:

Date:

Please print off this page and send it to: Br. Deiniol, The Stiperstones Trust,
Gift Aid, The Monastery, Pontesbury, SY5 0SJ
Gift Aid Information When the Stiperstones Trust receives a donation from a UK taxpayer, we are
entitled to claim an amount of tax (calculated at the basic rate of income tax in that year) paid on that
donation. Once you have given your permission for us to do this on your behalf (by filling in this Gift
Aid form), there is no need for you to do anything else. All that is required is that you must be a
taxpayer and that you would have paid or will pay enough Income and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover
all the Gift Aid claimed on all your donations to all charities and Community amateur sports clubs in
that tax year. Please note that it is your responsibility to pay any difference. The amount of tax we
claim will be 25% of the total value of your donations in that tax year. Furthermore, if you are a higher
taxpayer, you are also entitled to claim the difference between the basic rate which we will claim and
the amount of tax you have actually paid. For further details on how you can do this, please contact
your tax office. If your tax situation changes and your gifts will no longer be eligible for the Gift Aid
scheme, please contact us and we will amend your record accordingly.
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What else do we need?
You might have just what we are looking for!
• Orthodox Theological Books (we are hoping to extend the Library)
in English
• Service Books
• Candle making equipment
• Incense making equipment
• Charcoal making equipment
• Soap Making equipment
• Trailer for the 4x4
• Wheelbarrows (both builders and garden)
• Building materials and tools
• Fencing materials (Fence posts, pig wire, chicken wire etc.)
• Timber (treated and untreated) for building both inside and out.
• Paint (White emulsion and whitewash)
• Electric wire both outside and inside wire
• Wellington boots
• (Rotavator: thank you! This will be a really useful addition to the
gardens!)
• Post hole digger
• Single sheets, duvet covers and pillowcases.
In most cases we won’t be able to collect these things (unless you
live nearby …) but it may give you an excuse to come and visit!
We also need your expertise:
Can you:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Build paths,
Lay concrete,
Put up walls (the lean-to needs to be weatherproofed).
Put up internal walls and plaster,
Unblock locked doors,
Put up fences,
Do carpentry,
Build new buildings?
Teach us to sew and do Crochet?

If you can … let us know please!
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Have you seen:
Our website? https://www.orthodoxmonastery.co.uk/
Our Facebook page? The Orthodox Christian Monastery of St Antony
and St Cuthbert.
Our Youtube Channel?
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw/ (or
go to Youtube then search for “Archimandrite Philip”)

Dan and Anastasia outside St. Melangell’s Cell.
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Amy in her favourite spot.

Chapel and relics. (St. John
Chrysostom.)
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Buster enjoying the snow.

Theophany.
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Theophany.

A truly wonderful visit from Archimandrite Visarrion and R. Alban.
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