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From Fr. Philip:

This month sees the great feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos with
its accompanying fast. During the fast we chant the greater or lesser
paraclesis in the Chapel and you may wish to do so at home in your icon
corner also. It is a beautiful service and is easily found on the Internet.
The Dormition feast commemorates for us the death of the Mother of
God – she really dies and then something essentially mysterious
happened: she disappeared. The hymns of the Church reveal to us
something of this mystery:
APOLYTIKION
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the
Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
KONTAKION
Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, and whose prayers are never rejected,
neither tomb nor death could control. But since she is the Mother of Life, He Who dwelt in her
ever-virgin womb did translate her to life.

We know where her tomb is, and it is possible to visit that place to this day
BUT there is no corpse there and neither was it there when the Apostle
Thomas wished to “look one last time on the face” of the mother of his
Saviour. She was gone.
Many Dormition icons have at the very top a semicircle with open doors in it
with the whole company of Heaven awaiting her arrival, the Lord is already
receiving her soul (in the icons He cannot be seen by the attendant Apostles
who concentrate on the newly dead Theotokos) but He looks towards you.
Why then does the Lord look at you? You will recall that in the Gospel for the
Dormition the Lord proclaims that eternal life, paradise, is prepared for and
promised to all who “hear the word of God and keep it” (Luke 11.27–28). That
is what the Lord offers to you as he looks out of the icon into your eyes.
The Theotokos receives this promise and if you hear (let it sink into you being)
and keep (obey) the word of God (Jesus Christ) you also will join her.
Truly the Dormition is an August Pascha! (Sorry for the pun!)
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Guests:
The Monastery is now open to guests.
Please email Br Paul (Guestmaster) to book your stay:
brother.paul@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk

Prayer List Names:
You are always welcome to send us names for the Proskimide, for
memorials and for general prayers. The monks commemorate a weekly
prayer list in their cells and the names are read out during the Paraklesis
service. The best way is to email/ Text or write:
brother.paul@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk
We make no charge of course! However, we do welcome your prayers
for us.

LIVE STREAM:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfWMaefJYqFEZkYiK2WmeEw/
videos
Or look for “Archimandrite Philip” on YouTube

Donations
Thank you to everybody who has supported us with your prayers,
financially and with your help here at the monastery. We are no
longer receiving donations via Just Giving. If you would like to
support us financially, please see a link to our fundraiser below:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/monastery-fundraiser-a
ugust-2021
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Environment:
With all of the hot and humid weather we have had recently the
monastery woodlands are now very overgrown. Some of the paths that
were there just a few weeks ago are now not easy to discern or follow.
All but one of the geese have taken their flight and we have another
guest on the pond - a heron. The heron is difficult to get a picture of as it
is very wary of humans.

We now have bees. We have been given a hive of a few thousand bees
(European Black Bee) which we are hoping to grow before winter and
split in the spring. We are not looking to take any honey this year - this is
very much a learning experience for us as only Fr Philip has kept bees
before and he is highly allergic to them. Thank you to all who have given
us tips and advice on how to get started with this new project. May it be
blessed!
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Other News:
The guesthouse is now open to small numbers of guests. Due to the size
of our chapel we cannot accomodate large groups of people yet. We are
happy to receive day visitors but please call us or email us in advance so
that we can prepare for your visit (meals etc).

We were blessed to receive a visit from Fr Nenad and some of his
parishioners in Birmingham. Fr Nenad is also an experienced bee
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keeper so gave us plenty of advice on how to make the most of the hive
going forwards.

We have now obtained a laser rastering machine which allows us to
make icons, signs and plaques etched onto wood. We are at the early
stages of this venture but are happy to receive requests for signs / icons
to order. Keep an eye on our website in future for more about this.

From the Saints
The humble soul is blessed. The Lord loves her. The Mother of God is
higher than all in humility, and therefore all races bless her on earth,
while the heavenly powers serve her. And the Lord has given us this
blessed Mother of His as a defender and helper.
St Silouan the Athonite

From the Services
Verily, the angels, when they beheld the falling-asleep of the all-pure Virgin,
were taken by surprise that she ascendeth from the earth to the highest. Let
all the earth-born mortals rejoice in the Spirit, bearing their lamps. And let
the nature of bodiless Minds celebrate with honor the holy Dormition of the
Mother of God, and cry out: Hail! All-blessed, pure, and ever-virgin
Theotokos!
Verily, the angels, when they beheld the falling-asleep of the all-pure Virgin,
were taken by surprise that she ascendeth from the earth to the highest.
Come, let us rejoice in Zion, the divine and fertile hill of the living God,
beholding the Theotokos; for Christ hath translated her to the most worthy
and divine abode, in the Holy of Holies; for she is His mother.
Verily, the angels, when they beheld the falling-asleep of the all-pure Virgin,
were taken by surprise that she ascendeth from the earth to the highest.
Come, ye believers, let us approach the tomb of the Theotokos, kissing it
with our lips, hearts, eyes and brow, touching it meekly, receiving from the
ever-flowing fount precious gifts of healing.
From the 9th Ode of Dormition Orthros
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New Prayer Booklet Now Available!
The Orthodox Hours for Lay People

£5 (A5) £10 (A4) via our shop: www.orthodoxmonastery.co.uk/shop
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Support:
Us supporting you:
Send us requests for prayer.
1. We are happy to remember people in our prayers, in the proskimide, artoklasias
(lytias) and so on.
2. Come and stay to join us in prayer and our life for a few days.
You supporting us:
There are several ways to support the Monastery:
1. Please pray for us.
2. Through giving us good ideas!
3. Through direct giving. See below. You can find details on the website but also by
making donations to our charity: THE STIPERSTONES TRUST Registered charity
number: 1077603.

Making donations:
We understand that times are hard and may well become much harder. If you can
support what we are doing financially that would be very welcome – but please do
not feel that you “must”. We DO need money and we will need to expand the
monastery as more people are asking to stay and space is limited: realistically we
are full.
We also need to build new paths, cells, a larger church (the current one gets very
cramped), heating that works, we also need to eat, and we will need to feed our
guests once we reopen.
The best way you can help us with these things is by setting up a small monthly
Standing Order. This is extremely easy. If you have Internet Banking it is five minutes
work. Otherwise you could complete the attached form and send it to your Bank
Manager. We will spend your money VERY carefully and be delighted to show you
what we are doing in person.
To make this easy I have included a Standing Order Form at the end of the
Newsletter.
You may also consider completing a Gift Aid form too. This increases your gift by
25% (so £1 becomes £1.25)
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Address and Contacts:
The Monastery
Pontesbury
Shropshire
SY5 0SJ

07847 866978
www.orthodoxmonastery.co.uk
info@orthodoxmonastery.co.uk

Standing Order Form.
To the Manager
Bank Address:

I/we hereby authorise and request you to debit my/our
Account Name*

Account Details
Sort Code

Account Number

Amount

Frequency
Monthly

Beginning date
/

/

End date:
/

/

And credit
The Stiperstones Trust, Lloyds Bank, Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. SY1 1DG
Sort Code: 30-97-62

Account: 02291524

Quoting reference: The Stiperstones Trust
Signed:

Date:
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Name in Block Capitals:

* Please ensure that the actual name on/of the account is included in this box so that
we can accurately match your payment to our records.

Please print this page off and send it to your Bank Manager.
Gift Aid:
Title: ______________________________________________
Name:

______________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Postcode:

______________________________________________

Tel/ mobile: _______________________ Email: ________________________
2. If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the box below to join the Gift Aid
scheme. Doing so will mean that we can claim up to 25p extra for every £1 you give,
at no additional cost to you!

Yes, I am a UK taxpayer. Please treat all donations I make to The Stiperstones Trust
as Gift Aid donations until further notice. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay
less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my
donations to charities and Community amateur sports clubs (CASCs) in that tax year, it is my
responsibility to pay any difference. The Stiperstones Trust will claim 25p on every £1
donated. Please let us know if you want to cancel the declaration, change your name and/ or
address or no longer pay enough tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Signed:

Date:

Please print off this page and send it to: Br. Deiniol, The Stiperstones Trust,
Gift Aid, The Monastery, Pontesbury, SY5 0SJ
Gift Aid Information When the Stiperstones Trust receives a donation from a UK taxpayer, we are entitled to claim an amount
of tax (calculated at the basic rate of income tax in that year) paid on that donation. Once you have given your permission for us
to do this on your behalf (by filling in this Gift Aid form), there is no need for you to do anything else. All that is required is that
you must be a taxpayer and that you would have paid or will pay enough Income and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover all the Gift
Aid claimed on all your donations to all charities and Community amateur sports clubs in that tax year. Please note that it is
your responsibility to pay any difference. The amount of tax we claim will be 25% of the total value of your donations in that tax
year. Furthermore, if you are a higher taxpayer, you are also entitled to claim the difference between the basic rate which we
will claim and the amount of tax you have actually paid. For further details on how you can do this, please contact your tax
office. If your tax situation changes and your gifts will no longer be eligible for the Gift Aid scheme, please contact us and we
will amend your record accordingly.
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What else do we need?
You might have just what we are looking for!
● Orthodox Theological Books (we are hoping to extend the Library)
in English
● Service Books
● Incense making equipment
● Charcoal making equipment
● Trailer for the 4x4
● Building materials and tools
● Fencing materials (Fence posts, pig wire, chicken wire etc.)
● Timber (treated and untreated) for building both inside and out.
● Paint (White emulsion and whitewash)
● Electric wire (both outside and inside wire)
● Wellington boots
● Cement Mixer
● Unwanted garden equipment
● Bricks, paving slabs and other masonry

In most cases we won’t be able to collect these things (unless you
live nearby …) but it may give you an excuse to come and visit!
We also need your expertise once the lock down ends:
Can you:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Catalogue books
Build paths,
Lay concrete,
Put up walls (the lean-to needs to be weatherproofed).
Put up internal walls and plaster,
Unblock locked doors,
Put up fences,
Do carpentry,
Build new buildings
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